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Introduction

The Castle Point Regeneration Partnership, 
is committed to ensuring the Masterplan fully 
integrates environmental and wider sustainability 
aspects and enables a truly sustainable future 
for Hadleigh town centre in the long term. 

The Masterplan will eventually be adopted 
as an SPD, supporting the emerging Core 
Strategy.  As such, it does not formally require 
a Sustainability Appraisal.  However, The 
Regeneration Partnership is keen to ensure 
a sustainability work has been undertaken 
to ensure the impact of the Masterplan is 
resoundingly positive, and any potential 
issues are appropriately mitigated against.  

Strategic Environmental Assessment

• The Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Directive encourages the following 
aspects to be considered at the baseline 
stage of plans and masterplans:

• The relevant aspects of the current 
state of the environment and the likely 
evolution thereof without implementation 
of the plan or programme;

• The environmental characteristics of areas 
likely to be significantly affected; and 

• Any existing environmental problems 
which are relevant to the plan or 
programme including, in particular, 
those relating to any areas of a 
particular environmental importance, 
such as areas designated pursuant to 
Directives79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC.

Borough-wide sustainability issues

The starting point for any sustainability work 
is to consult previous sustainability scoping 
and baseline work, to understand the key 
issues which are likely to of relevance.  The 
Castle Point Local Development Framework 
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 
(December 2005) identified the following 
key issues for the borough as a whole:

• Habitats of international significance 
are located within the Borough, which 
must be protected from development 
that would threaten their integrity; 

• The Borough has quite a high risk of 
flooding, although direct tidal inundation 
is largely mitigated by sea defences;

• The constrained boundaries of the 
Borough and the need for new housing 
is putting pressure on open space 
within the Borough for development;

• Nature conservation and biodiversity 
resources within the built up area are 
limited, and every attempt should 
be made to conserve and enhance 
existing resources, and create new 
ones, as well as the protection and 
enhancement of wildlife corridors;

• The East of England, and south Essex in 
particular has, and will be, experiencing 
a shortage of potable water supply, 
therefore this must be taken into 
account in new development, and every 
attempt made to include water efficient 
design into new development;

• The quality of the built environment is 
important, not only with the effect of 
new building in ‘mending the fabric’, 
but also in affecting existing areas 
of identifiable character; and 

• There is likely to be a lack of affordable 
homes in the Borough, both in terms of 
social rented accommodation as well 
as low cost private market housing.

The Scoping Study highlights that ‘Any 
development in the area will need to take 
into account the quality of the historic 
environment, to ensure neither the fabric or 
setting of historically or architecturally important 
buildings, or monuments is harmed.’

Sustainability commentary 
of the Top Ten Projects

The following section is an informal sustainability 
commentary of the Top Ten Projects which 
incorporates the spirit and outputs of a 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA)/Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA).  

Project #1 > Morrisons

A new supermarket for Hadleigh, integrated with 
the main shopping street to create a real anchor 
store.

 Encourages local residents to shop 
locally rather travelling further afield.

 As part of the existing town centre, more 
likely to encourage linked trips to the town 
centre and help support other local shops.

 Glazed front supports a more active 
frontage, but could result in excessive energy 
use due to heat loss and/or overheating 
without high performance glazing.

 Proposal makes specific mention 
of the scope for this scheme to be 
exemplary in terms of sustainable design 
– reducing energy use in the operation 
of the supermarket will be an important 
challenge and should be fully embraced.
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 Helping to enhance the pedestrian 
environment of the town centre will 
encourage more extensive use of the town 
centre and access by non-car modes.

 Structural planting could help support 
a comfortable pedestrian environment in the 
face of climate change – appropriate species 
should be considered and a strong maintenance 
schedule enforced to ensure they support 
significant shade, help to extract air pollution 
and can facilitate good levels of cooling.

 Increasing the parking provision 
significantly could have a negative impact 
in further supporting town centre users 
to access by car – ideally any increase 
would be matched by other interventions to 
support access by foot, cycle and bus.

 Re-using land within the town 
centre avoids any further development 
of green space / undeveloped 
countryside outside the town centre.

Project #2 > The A13

Two-way traffic on the High Street to create 
a new look shopping street on London 
Road and space for a new town square.

 Supports much enhanced pedestrian 
and cycle environment which is likely to in turn 
support greater use of these modes locally.

 Reducing speeds will improve the 
safety of the town centre for all.

 Creation of new public space is a particular 
positive impact of the proposal and will help 
support the overall attraction of the town centre 
to users and visitors and could help support 
wider climate change adaptation objectives 
through the introduction of more greenery and 
planting.  The introduction of an avenue of trees 
at the western end also supports these benefits.

 Enhancing the space and overall 
provision for cyclists will enable the 
town to support a greater access and 
movement by bicycle, and give residents 
a more attractive alternative to the car.

Project #3 > Town Square

A great new space at the centre of Hadleigh 
for markets, public events and seasonal 
celebrations.

 A new public square will give a 
new social heart to the town centre and 
provide opportunities for community 
interaction and celebration, supporting 
greater social capital in the town.

 The space could provide local 
market opportunities, supporting 
local enterprise and production.

  The creation of a significant new public 
space will give pedestrians a feeling of 
greater priority in the town centre.

 /   The design of the space will need 
to consider overall sustainability impact – the 
opportunities for planting should be carefully 
considered, as should be materials employed 
and the scope to provide a more natural drainage 
system across this part of the town centre.

 The potential provision of community 
amenities such as children’s play would 
have a positive social impact.

 /   The addition of lights to the churchyard 
space will have a positive impact in terms of 
local character and impression – opportunities to 
minimise the additional energy demand to power 
any lighting scheme should be maximised.

Project #4 > Church Path

A lively new lane for Hadleigh, making the most 
of the historic listed Church and improving the 
pedestrian route to Rectory Road car park.

 The proposal enhances the 
provision of safe and attractive pedestrian 
routes within the town centre.

 The scope for the creation of new business 
premises will support the creation of jobs 
and economic activity in the town centre.

 A positive addition to this part 
of the town centre will help to build 
community pride and nurture a sense of 
belonging in a cohesive community.

 The reworking of this edge of the town 
centre against the churchyard will have 
a positive impact on local character.

Project #5 > Brighter shops

A great mix of attractive shops and businesses 
to make Hadleigh an attractive place to shop and 
relax.

 Enhancing the appeal of local shops will 
support a stronger custom and enable greater 
economic activity and viability in the town centre.

 A sensitive approach to shop 
front improvements will ensure an 
improvement in local character.
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 The potential establishment of a 
traders association and awards scheme 
will help encourage local enterprise and 
facilitate a stronger local grouping of 
businesses who can learn from each 
other and benefit from joint promotion.

Project #6 > Fire Station and Library

The old Fire Station building to be used as a 
cultural community hub, potentially including the 
library.

 The re-use of the fire station building 
with a long term use is a positive contribution 
which will protect a historic building and 
thereby enhance local character.

 The amalgamation of a set of community 
uses and amenities in one hub should 
support their success and ongoing viability.

 The moving of the library facility from 
its existing fit for purpose building does not 
support the sustainable use of materials and 
assets, and therefore the redevelopment of the 
existing library site will need to bring significant 
benefits and look to reuse elements of the 
building or its materials as much as possible 
to reduce the waste of embodied energy,

 Re-using land within the town 
centre avoids any further development 
of green space / undeveloped 
countryside outside the town centre.

Project #7 > The Crown Jewel Pub

Restoring a family-friendly public house in the 
heart of the town.

 The re-use of the public house building 
is a positive contribution which will protect a 
historic building and thereby enhance local 
character, the economic viability of a new 
public house enterprise will need to be clearly 
explored to ensure long term success.

 The redevelopment of part of the car 
park represents an efficient use of land in 
the town centre and will help to reduce 
car parking spaces which may support 
wider sustainable transport objectives.

Project #8 > The Lanes

Town centre living which creates street frontage 
and new routes.

 Redevelopment and enhancement of 
central part of the town centre which currently 
underperforms in terms of its town centre role 
will support local character and the overall 
strength and cohesion of the town centre.

 Provision of new homes at the heart of the 
town centre will support the vibrancy of the town 
centre and, assuming a proportion are affordable, 
help to ease housing need and access.

 The proposal to include reduced parking 
and a car club in this central position could 
have wider benefits for supporting reduced 
car ownership and usage in the town.

 The ground floor uses could help 
support the provision of community facilities 
and amenities in the town centre.

 /   The scale and orientation of the 
proposed development would lend itself to 
an inherent sustainable design which should 
be encouraged at more detailed stage, but is 
not expressed specifically in the Masterplan.

Project #9 > Homestead

Attractive family housing close to the town 
centre.

 Provision of new homes in the town centre 
will support the vibrancy of the town centre 
and, assuming a proportion are affordable, 
help to ease housing need and access.

 /   The reduction in car parking at 
this location in the town centre could help 
support a more sustainable approach 
to access and transport in the town 
centre – the simple re-provision of these 
spaces elsewhere should be reviewed.

 Re-using land within the town 
centre avoids any further development 
of green space / undeveloped 
countryside outside the town centre.

Project #10 > South Side

Options for longer-term key private-sector sites 
on the south side of the town centre.

 /   A comprehensive approach to the sites 
is likely to support a more sustainable scheme 
with higher environmental performance.

 Provision of new homes in the town centre 
will support the vibrancy of the town centre 
and, assuming a proportion are affordable, 
help to ease housing need and access.

 /   The scope for these additional sites 
to cumulatively support an improvement 
in streetscape and local character is 
significant, particularly the opportunities 
to enhance street environments through 
the addition of street tree planting.

 Re-using land within the town 
centre avoids any further development 
of green space / undeveloped 
countryside outside the town centre.
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