“From the 1840s the style of school architecture was deliberately Ecclesiastical Gothic, aiming to promote religion along with education. . . . The teaching method used influenced the interior layout of the school. George Edmund Street designed the school at Hadleigh in 1855 with one large schoolroom, which could accommodate up to 100 children, supervised by just one qualified master. His plans show fixed rows of desks facing the master’s desk. It was also in the 1840s that separate classrooms were added to many schools for infants, and the Hadleigh school is built in this style. Street’s design includes a gallery, where the desks were arranged on steps, so that the infant mistress could see all the children and they could see the pictures that lessons were based on.”
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